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   Published for the Churches of the Bramhall 
    and Wythenshawe Methodist Circuit     

            

    December 2023 

 

Sarah Parkin writes… 
‘Dear Friends 
 

This edition of our Circuit newsletter sees us moving through the periods of Advent, Christmas, 

Epiphany, Covenant and even into the beginning of Lent – Ash Wednesday coincides with Valentine’s 

Day in 2024; that’s quite a lot to squeeze in to just three months!  Just as the different meteorological 

and calendar seasons prompt us to think about particular events and activities, so too do the seasons of 

our Christian year.  I wonder if you have a favourite season of the Christian year? 
 

I really enjoy Advent with its sense of reflection and anticipation, and of course preparation; but I don’t 
mean this in the sense of writing hundreds of lists of things to do and to buy in order to ensure that my 
Christmas celebrations are ‘perfect’ (as some of the Christmas tv adverts would have us believe!).  Whilst 
I am a big fan of lists, and I feel somewhat cast adrift when my trusty “To Do” list is not up to date, the 
preparation and anticipation of Advent is, for me, something quite different: A time to learn, or re-learn, 
what it means to wait and, as Paula Gooder so eloquently expresses it, in so doing to “live deeply and 
truly in the present moment [so that we can be] joyfully and fully present in the now.”1   When we can 
do that I think we can be most truly aware of God’s presence, God’s love and God’s promptings, and 
better able to respond to those.  This seems particularly important to me given the brokenness of the 
world at the moment:  The horrifying situation in the Middle East, the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, the 
devastating impacts of climate change being experienced around the world, and closer to home the 
scale of poverty and destitution being experienced by far too many (and one person living in poverty is 
one too many in God’s economy) and the list goes on – I’m sure I am not alone in asking 
God how this can be and what God is going to do about it?   
 

Part of the answer is Immanuel – God with us, and God invites us to join in with the things 
that God is doing to bring healing, hope and transformation.  At this time of the year 
particularly, we remember that we are people who live in the light – the light of Christ.  I 
think it’s important that we don’t lose sight of that, and that we are attentive to the ways 
in which God is making this a reality in the world, especially when it feels the complete opposite, for:  
 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
 darkness -  on them light has shined. … For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 
 endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice 
 and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. (Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7a (NRSV) 
 

As we travel through all the seasons of the coming months, with their encouragement to spend time in 
preparation, prayer and patient (but active) anticipation – let’s make time to live faithfully and 
attentively through all that they hold, and in so doing, I pray that we will recapture what it means to be 
people of the light in the here and now and thereby find ourselves better prepared, and more eager to 
share, Christ’s love with the world. 
 

However the months ahead unfold for you, I pray you will know God’s love for you afresh each new day.’ 
   

   1. P Gooder “The Meaning Is In The Waiting”, Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2008, p.6  
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Emma Coe tells us all about the recent Light Party they had at Wilmslow... 
 
Light Party at Wilmslow Methodist Church 

‘On Sunday 29th October, we hosted a Light Party, which is an alternative to a Halloween party. 
The event started with lots of fun activities in our Large Hall. There was a play area designated 
for babies and toddlers and some play doh and chalk crafts for very little ones (although they 
were also very popular with the older ones!). There 
were light related science experiments including 
making an electric circuit with light a bulb, splitting 
white light into a rainbow through a prism, a 
refraction experiment and lots of optical illusions to 
puzzle over. There were a range of light related crafts 
– decorating a lighthouse photo frame, star scratch 
art, biscuit decorating, string decorations and ceramic 
and dotty star activities.  
 
We then moved into church where we thought about 
sources of light, how Jesus is the Light of the World 
and about how we can share and bring light into 
situations. We sang “Shine from the Inside out” and 
“This little light of mine” and everyone joined in the 
actions. We then enjoyed some refreshments in our 
coffee lounge with an opportunity to chat and 
fellowship together.  
 
The families were also invited to take part in the Streets of 
Light initiative, where people make window displays that 
convey messages of light, love and hope. (We have a display 
in our church foyer.) Everyone left with a party bag which 
contained some treats, a glow stick and an invite to our 
Christingle on Christmas Eve. Over 20 children attended 
from our Sunday Kids, Songs & Rhymes and Tiddlywinks 
groups, baptisms and former Baby massage and pre-school 
families. We are very grateful for a legacy from a much loved 
and missed church member Janet Hull, that enabled us to 
put the event on.’ 
 
“In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:16 
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Marjorie Wilson catches us up on the latest news from Heald Green Methodist 
Church ... 

 
‘On August 23rd we celebrated the Golden wedding of Susan 
and Peter Bayley. Both have been very active in our church 
and in the Circuit throughout their married lives. Peter 
dealing mainly with audio-visual arrangements and financial 
affairs while Susan’s great abilities are in music and worship 
organising. During Covid lock downs they set up zoom choir 
practices and helped David in zoom services 
 
Mary Hanlon reports that the Light Orchestra celebrated a 
hundred years of Disney with a concert in church on Saturday 
afternoon, 23rd September. The church was packed and 
heard music from Snow White to Harry Potter. It was good to 
see so many people coming into our premises. 
 

Our Harvest Festival was held on 1st October and was attended by the Brownies and 
Rainbows. who responded well to questions posed by Charles about how climate and habitat 
changes are  affecting the living world. Donated goods were sent to the food bank based at 
Brownley Green church. 
 
The reopening of the coffee lounge and church 
kitchen, after flood damage, in December 2022 
was marked by a church lunch on 22nd October. 
The Leadership Team had worked hard 
throughout the process, rescuing what could be 
rescued, choosing new kitchen cabinets etc., 
planning the decorating and reflooring of the 
area. They cleared out the contents of the old 
kitchen, throwing out unneeded items, cleaning 
and replacing everything else before the 
opening. They then produced an excellent 
lunch, which was much enjoyed by 25 people. 
 
The PreSchool restarted a Mums and Tots 
Group after half term. The leaders were 
overwhelmed by the numbers who came to the 
opening meeting. More children and their 
carers, from Mums, Dads, Grandparents and 
child minders, will be coming onto our premises. 
Some of our members intend to make contact 
with them through use of the new coffee 
lounge.’ 
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Rev Ian Smart shares Good News stories from his churches ...  
 
‘Twelve years ago, we were excited by the London Olympics. Do you remember? It seems like 
an age away now; it was so long ago. It was wonderful for so many reasons. But I also 
remember it for another reason – the press was suddenly full of positive news stories. There 
was a deliberate effort by the media to focus on good news and tell us about the exciting 
things that were happening. It made such a difference, lifted the nation, and made the whole 
world feel a little bit better.  
When the event was over, back came the negative and unpleasant stories that filled our 
media, and the comedown felt huge.  

A great deal has happened since then, so why bring this up now? Well, 
because I am aware that across my section, I could tell you many tales 
of woe and challenges that we are facing. I also know that I am the 
worst at sometimes pouring this out when I get together with 
colleagues. Last time I checked, we are called to share the Gospel, 
literally Good News – and there is plenty of this as well. So, here is 
some Good News…. 

 

St. Mary’s  
If you have not seen the short film that we have made for Biffa, then please watch it.  
( https://youtu.be/X8yOeHX2Qww ) It is a wonderful demonstration of the sort 
of work that goes on across our churches but which we do not often mention. 
The day-to-day task of caring and being there for the communities that we serve. 
The new heating and windows are making the hall an even brighter and warmer 
safe space. Also, we are delighted that Hope Central have now moved their 
offices into our buildings as well, reinforcing the link with their work of feeding and caring for 
the folk in Handforth who need a helping hand. All Good News, and all a good story to tell. 
 

Styal 
Do you know how good it feels to run out of seating on a Sunday morning – Styal do, as they 
hosted our united service the other morning. The folk from St. Mary’s and Wilmslow came to 
join us, and we praised God, offered worship, and thought about serious issues in the world, 
together. It was wonderful and so uplifting. Then there is our new “Friends of Styal Methodist” 
project that we are getting ready to share with you all – watch this space for some exciting 
things coming in the New Year. In the meantime, if your group would like a quiet space for a 
retreat, or a place to come and pray, give us a ring and come and enjoy the beauty of our 
chapel, with lots of excellent walks across Quarry Bank, all starting at our front door.    
 

Trinity 
I am still getting to know Trinity Church, but I am discovering a wonderful group of very varied 

people offering so much to the community they serve. As I am usually to be found in the 

Circuit Office on a Monday morning (it’s when Jenny and I plan the 

week!!), I have been popping into their Parent and Toddler group – a 

place of fellowship and fun, not forgetting songs and rhymes. Then 

there is RISE on a Sunday, a powerhouse of family-friendly worship  

https://youtu.be/X8yOeHX2Qww
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with puppets and songs for all ages. The pastoral care offered across the church is superb, and 
the Foodbank meets the needs of so many – whoever you may be. Never forget, Sister Irene, 
who keeps us focussed on scripture with her weekly Bible Study, and Saturday’s café, which is a 
great place to drop into with your dog (note: the dog is not mandatory), a friendly and 
welcoming space.  
 

Wilmslow 
They have their own articles elsewhere in this newsletter but there is lots of good stuff here too. 
 

I hope you can see that it is not just the special events that matter, but that in the ordinary stuff 
of church life there is lots of good news, and underpinning it all is the good news of Jesus, which 
inspires us, and his Holy Spirit, which empowers us, to do this work. We could tell you about the 
challenges, and they do exist, but actually, we would rather tell you about how we are growing 
and changing. As we prepare to welcome the babe, born in a manger, once again this Christmas, 
may we not greet him with a chorus of complaints about what we feel is wrong, but instead may 
he discover us proclaiming the Good News through our actions, and living our the message that 
he brings in the way that live out our Christian life. ‘ 
 

Clare Byfield shares some news on the Holiday Club held at St Andrew’s and of her work as 

a CAP Debt Centre manager ... 
 

Holiday Club at St. Andrew’s 
‘Holiday Club - We ran another holiday club at St. Andrews 
from 23rd October to 27th October. This holiday club was not as well 
attended as our last one but there were quite a few other free events 
around the same area at the time. The young people that did attend 
thoroughly enjoyed it and somehow, Peppa Pig became a theme for 
the week! We played games, made lots of crafts and thanks to Dave 
Warnock, all went home with full bellies! We are going to move the 
next holiday event over to Lawton Moor as this end of Wythenshawe does not have very many 
events and lots of families who can not travel to the town centre end of Wythenshawe. I feel 
that we may get much higher numbers here and my prayers seem to be telling me we will best 
serve a community that often misses out here so please pray for our next event which is going to 
be a "Messy Christmas" at Lawton Moor!  
 

CAP  
We are getting busier and busier and we have just seen two more clients 
go debt free however, because of the shortfall in universal credit, it is 
going to be very unlikely that these clients can stay out of debt. One client 
literally has £4.47 left per week after rent and electric have been paid, 
£4.47 left a week to buy food and gas. Until we can get the government to 
make Universal Credit enough to guarantee the essentials, this is what life 
continues to be for many. On a more positive note, we are just awaiting 

our new debt coach to complete their training and the debt centre will then be able to see more 
clients which is fantastic news! We will also be on the lookout for more befrienders so if you are 
interested, give me a call! All you need is a listening ear. ‘ 
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 Andrew Pennells tells us a bit more about “Bitesize Church” in 

Colshaw ... 
 
‘The new venture for Colshaw Farm, Bitesize Church, launched in 
September and takes place on the second Sunday of each month, from 

10.00 until 12.00. It is an informal event, including 
brunch, plenty of time to chat and opportunity to 
share the good news of the gospel.  There is some 
informal worship, a short message and creative 
prayer. We can promise a relaxed and caring 
environment which we hope will appeal to believers 
and non-believers alike. Church but perhaps not as 
you know it.  
After a successful launch that saw some 30 Colshaw 
residents arrive and join in,  we are looking forward 

to seeing how God will lead us. This is a community based venture and we pray that God will 
open doors for His kingdom to build in Colshaw.’ 

 
 
Do you have a heart to see God's kingdom to grow? Do you have a 
passion to share the good news of Jesus with those most in need? If 
so, please sign up to pray for Bitesize Church at 
info@bitesizechurch.co.uk or andrew.pennells@sky.com.  
 
 
  
 

Catherine Armstrong tells us about the new Seedlings Toddler Group at Bramhall 
Methodist Church… 
 
‘We are thrilled to let you know about the new addition to our Church community – the 

Seedlings Toddler Group launched at Bramhall on November 3rd.   The initiative has already 

sown the seeds of excitement and growth in our midst with 9 little sprouts joining us on our 

first day. At the heart of the endeavour is a dedicated group of volunteers who are lovingly 

caring and nurturing our toddlers, they bring a wealth of experience 

and enthusiasm to the group. The theme for the first meeting was 

“The Good Shepherd” with storytelling, craft, and creative play the 

children were introduced to the notion of Jesus who lovingly cares 

for His flock.  

  

Seedlings is a new initiative which follows on from our Baby Chat 

group offers the families of Bramhall with pre-school children a 

warm and welcoming environment for us to get to know parents 

and carers.’ 

mailto:info@bitesizechurch.co.uk
mailto:andrew.pennells@sky.com
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Bob Bartindale, a Circuit local preacher and the Secretary of the 
Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ Meeting writes …. 
 
 

‘Hello, I’m Bob Bartindale.  I became a Methodist in 1988 when we 
moved to Cheadle Hulme and were so warmly welcomed by the church 
here.  I think that still makes me a newcomer!  I quickly discovered that 
brilliant Methodist combination of strong Jesus-centred faith and 
passion for social justice and started training as a local preacher.  I never 
realised where that journey would lead. 
I’m an engineer by profession, and my jobs took me to various 
interesting places, including Malaysia, Qatar, South Africa, Ireland and 
Armenia but in the 90s, we moved to Sydney, Australia where I was 
managing a project for Sydney Water Corporation.  It was in our local 
Uniting Church in Beacon Hill that I learned my preaching skills, whilst 
sending assignments back to my Tutor (Joyce Brooke, sadly missed) in Cheadle Hulme by air mail.  
Later, back in Cheadle Hulme, the opportunity came to make a career change, and I became Lay 
Pastor at Bramhall Methodist Church, with the privilege of serving alongside Leslie Newton and 
the fantastic leadership team at BMC.  It was fantastic to be part of a dynamic church community 
actively reaching out with the gospel and seeing lives of all ages changed through encounter with 
the transforming love of Jesus. 
After seven or so years, it became clear that it was time to move on, and I applied for my current 
role, not expecting for a second that I’d be accepted.  The role is to be the contact person for local 
preachers and worship leaders in the Methodist Connexional Team.  This Team exists to support 
and encourage the whole British Methodist Church in our mission and ministry.  My 
responsibilities include the training and development of those God calls to lead worship and 
preach.  To say I feel humbled to have such a role is an understatement.  However, for someone 
who has always believed worship and preaching to be at the heart of what we’re called to as 
God’s church, it’s only fair that I try to contribute something! 
I’ve recently taken on (again) the role of Local Preachers’ Secretary in the circuit, following the sad 

and untimely death of Sylvia Cowling.  My prayer is that as local preachers and worship leaders in 

the circuit we can continue to be faithful to our calling to shine the light of God’s Word in an 

increasingly chaotic and confusing world.’ 
 

???  Q&A  ??? 

Are you an early bird or a night owl? I’ve always liked mornings – perhaps a good thing because 
my jobs have often involved getting up early to travel to places.   
 

What is your favourite happy place? 
Apart from the obvious one – being with family in Australia, Canada or Durham my other answer 
won’t surprise those who know me.  I love spending time on railway stations photographing the 
trains when there are any.  Places like Clapham Junction, Edge Hill, Grantham, Barnetby etc. etc. 
 

What is your dream for the church? That we’d catch a vision of the Church as God’s big idea – 
God’s way of spreading the love of Jesus through the world. Perhaps then we could then stop 
worrying about keeping the church going, and join in with what God is already doing around us.  
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Emma Coe describes her visit with Rev Ian Smart to this year’s 3Generate … 
 

‘On a sunny Saturday in early October, Rev Ian Smart and I found ourselves travelling to the 
NEC in Birmingham to spend the afternoon at 3Generate, the Methodist Church Youth 
Assembly. We had volunteered to be part of the Pastoral team, after a call for helpers had 
been put out at the superintendents conference. We completed all the necessary safeguarding 
requirements and were ready to go! We turned up and were warmly greeted with hoodies, a 
lanyard and a mug! We met with some of the youth team organisers and our roles as part of 
the roving pastoral team were explained. After a very nice packed lunch and bumping into 
friends old and new, some of whom Ian was at college with 20+ years ago (Methodist can be 
quite small sometimes), we set off to roam the arena, complete with walkie talkie and a map! 
The place was huge and there were 1,300 children and young people in attendance. The space 
was described as a town and it felt like it. We wandered round for 3 hours chatting to the 
young people and checking they were OK (I think our step 
count was quite impressive!). It enabled us to get a real feel for 
the event, as neither of us had been before and our hope is to 
take a group of young people in 2024. 
We had a brief tea break in the ‘bungalow’ and had a quick chat 
with the President and Vice President of the Conference and 
the amazing candidates for the Youth President post for 2024. 
We were very impressed with the activities on offer. There 
were climbing walls, a rec area with various sports on offer, a 
tech zone, a park, a wilderness area, a play zone for 4-7s, a play 
bus, a theatre, a town hall for discussion of current affairs, a 
globe zone to discuss environmental issues, an art centre, an 
escape room, a sensory space, an inflatable church for prayer 
and quiet reflection, and my particular favourite an immersive 
art space with an enlarged picture of the feeding of the 5,000 from the Methodist Modern Art 
Collection (Eularia Clarke - The Five Thousand). 
There were lots of sessions in the different spaces including meeting some therapy dogs (very 
popular), taking part in a talent show, worship times, movies, sporting challenges, digital 
treasure hunts, quizzes, dances, prayer, discussion, creative challenges and so much more. Of 
course, there was time for the children to spend chatting with their friends, make new ones 
and to explore their faith. The young people had the chance to collect magnetic fridge tiles if 
they did something that aligned with the 12 Methodist Way of life commitments. Collecting all 
these tiles during the weekend became an interesting challenge for some! 
We did help reunite someone with their friends, after they temporarily got separated, provided 
some ear protectors for someone who was feeling a bit overwhelmed and chatted to lots and 
lots of folk to check in with them. We were treated to a ‘special’ and amusing version of ‘Let it 
go’ from Frozen by a group of girls. I’m not sure I will forget that experience in a hurry! We will 
just tell you there was a line about sprouts and leave the rest to your imagination. My lasting 
impression of the event was how well organised it was, how safe it all was, what a fun and fab 
time the young folk were having and how I wished I could do all the activities on offer. We 
really look forward to going again next year and hopefully with a group of young people, who 
can enjoy the activities on offer as they develop their faith and friendships. Please speak to Ian 
Smart or Emma Coe if you want to know more.’ 



9 

 

 

God, we come to you and you welcome us.  
Some of us are tired and others are bristling 
 with energy.  
Your love upholds each one of us.  
 

God, we come to you and you welcome us.  
Some of us exploring doubts, and others 
 filled with certainty.  
Your love inspires each one of us.  
 

God, we come to you and you welcome us.  
Some of us at peace, and others itching  
with anxiety.  
Your love calms each one of us.  
 

God, we come to you and you welcome us.  
Some of us knowing joy, and others in pain.  
Your love reaches out to each one of us.  
 

God, we come to you and you welcome us.  
You search us, and you know us.  
Each of us fearfully and wonderfully made.  
Each of us bearing your image.  
Each of us celebrating your love!  
Thank you God. Amen.  
 
. (Liam Dacre-Davies, ‘Justice, Dignity and Solidarity User Guide’)  
 

Circuit Prayer Requests. 

 
 

• Reflect on specific blessings in your life and give thanks for the 
God’s gift of salvation and hope this Christmas. 

 

• Pray for peace in the world as we think again of the message of "peace on earth" 
proclaimed by the angels at Jesus' birth. Pray for areas of conflict and suffering 
around the world and ask for God's intervention and healing. Pray for wisdom and 
God’s guidance for world leaders and for all those working towards peace. 

 

• Pray for those who may be experiencing loneliness, grief, or difficulties during the 
holiday season. Pray that God may show us new ways of bringing God’s love and 
hope to those around us. 

  

• Lift up those who are serving others, whether through charities, community events, 
or personal acts of kindness this Christmas. 

 

• May the good news of the birth of Christ and the invitation of love that God offers be 
shared with more people this Christmas. 

Photo by Zachary Olsen on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/photos/JdTGgKOIbrs?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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 Christmas craft fair 

 Date: Saturday 2nd December 2023 
 

 Time: 10am—3.30pm 
 

 Venue: Trinity Church, Cheadle 
 

 
UNIQUE CRAFTS including:  Photographs,  Baby wear, handbags and accessories, legal 
advice, Charity cards, Knitted toys, Jewellery, Craft accessories, Decorations, Bespoke 
shopping bags, Avon, Abstract art, Aprons & bags,  gifts, fabric makes, Body shop, etc. etc. 
 

Also: Cakes, Bric a Brac, Tombola, Raffle and Drop-off for items for the Foodbank. 

Notices from the Circuit Office. 
 

• Circuit Office Contact Details: My regular work days are Mon, Wed, Thurs and 
Fri and you can usually find me in the Circuit Office between 9:00am and 2:30pm 
on a Monday and in the Wilmslow Church Office on a Wednesday morning. 
Otherwise, you can always reach me at the Circuit Office email address: 
bwcircuit@gmail.com. 

• You can find more Circuit news and photos on Facebook by ‘Liking’ the Circuit 
page entittled ‘Bramhall & Wythenshawe Methodist Circuit’. 

 
Please note: If you include your personal contact details in an article 
then it will be assumed that you are giving consent for these to be 
included in the paper copy of the magazine, which will be in the public 

 

 Upcoming Meeting Dates 
 
 
 

 Circuit Meeting 
 Tues 12th March 2024 at 7:30pm at St Andrew’s Methodist 
 Church. 
 

 Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ Meeting 
 Thurs 7th March 2024 at 7:45 pm at Trinity Church, Cheadle.  
 

 Circuit Leadership Team 
 Tues 27th February 2024 at 7:30pm. 

https://openclipart.org/detail/253054/prismatic-thumbs-up-social-media-word-cloud-2
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Meet the new Chair for September 2024 
 

The Synods of each of the Districts forming the new North West 
England District, have agreed to nominate to the Conference that 
the Revd Dr James N Tebbutt be designated to be the Chair of the 
North West England District from 1 September 2024. This will be 
for an initial period of 6 years, subject to the annual stationing of 
the Conference. Dr Tebbutt currently serves as Chair of the 
Cumbria District and has been part of the regional review group 
guiding the process of merger. 
 
Please pray for James and for all involved in this discernment. 

Daily Connexional Advent Reflections 
 

During Advent, we're sharing a daily reflection connecting with the Out of the Ordinary. 

Each reflection gives you a chance to pause as you begin your day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You can sign up to these emails for free on our website.  

 

Praying together for justice & peace in the Holy Land  
 

Join Methodists from around the world to pray together for Justice and Peace in the Holy 

Land. Every Wednesday from 6pm (UK time) for 40 minutes. Each week there will be up-

dates and theological reflections from local voices and Methodist Liaison Office staff 

members followed by the opportunity to pray together. To join please email 

office@mlojerusalem.org and you will be sent joining instructions.  

https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-8GS29-O4JCZR-5B7HTD-1/c.aspx
mailto:office@mlojerusalem.org
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